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The Bradford Bulletin 
A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

-  A P R I L  2 0 2 1  -  
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Happy Spring! The Golden State is back in bloom. California has made tremendous 
progress in combating COVID-19 this month.  Our state now has the lowest positivity 
rate in the nation (below 1.5 percent), and we have administered over 29 million 
vaccines! I, too, received my vaccine earlier this month.  If you have not been 
vaccinated for COVID-19, one option is to sign up at myturn.ca.gov to be notified of 
appointment availability. 
 
We are nearing the second half of this legislative year and some bills have started 
coming to the Senate and Assembly Floor for their first round of final votes before 
switching legislative houses. If there is a bill that you have an opinion about, get 
engaged by calling your representatives and sharing your thoughts and concerns with 
us. COVID-19 has limited our ability to talk face-to-face, but the legislative process 
must continue, using other forms of communication. We are here to do the people’s 
work and I will always aim to do just that.  
 
Stay safe, healthy, and active! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Senator Steven Bradford 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://myturn.ca.gov/
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Reparations are America’s Unpaid Debt to African Americans 
 

O P - E D  A B O U T  R E P A R A T I O N S  A N D  B R U C E ’ S  B E A C H   
 

By 1860, 4 million Africans and their descendants 
were enslaved in the United States. Despite their 
chains, those Americans built this country — and did 
so under horrifying conditions. 
 
It took more than 200 years of bondage, beginning in 
1619, for the United States to finally abolish slavery 
in 1865. But to break chains that old and pervasive 
required more than a single act. It required 
transformative social and economic change. 
 
But African Americans had to wait. 
 
Reconstruction gave way to resurgent, systemic 
racism and nearly a century passed before the major 
civil rights legislation of the 1960s. Those actions, 
such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964, dismantled more 
chains but did not finish the job. 
That brings us to today, where the net worth of a 
typical white family is nearly 10 times greater than a 
typical Black family, according to 2016 data from the 
Brookings Institution. Furthermore, data from the 
Federal Reserve show that at middle age and older, 
the median wealth of white families is four to six 
times greater than the median wealth of Black 
families. 
 
This is the legacy of slavery. It was here at the 
founding and its effects endure. 
As a nation, we have failed to compensate Black 
Americans for the equity lost from being enslaved 
and the multitude of anti-Black housing, education, 
transportation, business and other policies that 
followed. 
 
This is not some abstract problem. During the 1920s 
in Los Angeles County, Charles and Willa Bruce 
were a young Black couple who created one of the 
West Coast’s first beach resorts owned by and meant 
for Black Americans. But their success was stolen 
from them. Under the false pretense of building a city 
park, Manhattan Beach officials took over the resort 
using eminent domain and forced Black property 
owners and residents off their land. The site remained 
empty for decades. 
 
Today, the property that the Bruce family purchased 
in 1912 for $1,225 is reportedly worth $75 million. 
 

That is an example of the unpaid debt owed to 
millions of African Americans. Even those who 
overcame the legacy of slavery to succeed like the 
Bruce family still had their property stripped from 
them. That injustice compounds just like interest, yet 
it has not been paid. 
 
Reparations would allow this nation a real chance to 
address the racial wounds that have long impeded our 
path toward healing and positive change. 
 
Generations of racial violence and inequity continue 
to affect the conditions of Black life in California and 
America today. But we have the ability to change that. 
Last year, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed into law a 
bill spearheaded by then-Assembly Member Shirley 
Weber, who is now the California secretary of state, 
that makes California the first state in the country to 
establish a task force to study and develop reparations 
proposals for African American descendants of 
enslaved people. I’m honored to have been appointed 
by Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins to this 
task force. 
 
We all must confront the truth in our own backyards 
and support policies that redress historic wrongs. That 
is what this task force must do. To break the 
stranglehold of slavery’s legacy, we must pay our debt 
as Americans to the descendants of those we harmed. 
This includes the Bruce family, which is why I have 
introduced Senate Bill 796 with the support of Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn to return the 
land owned by Willa and Charles Bruce to their 
family. 
 
In the spirit of what the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
said in 1963 at the Lincoln Memorial, the 
Emancipation Proclamation was a promissory note to 
African Americans that hasn’t been honored. It has 
come back marked insufficient funds. 
In a nation of immense wealth, if you can inherit 
wealth from your ancestors, you can inherit their debts 
as well. 
 
In no way will reparations ever balance out the 
centuries of free labor or heinous injustices endured 
by those enslaved. But it can, at least, be the start of 
recognition and redress for the systemic oppression 
inflicted on Black Americans that lingers to this day. 
 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-02/bruces-beach-manhattan-beach
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-landmark-legislation-to-advance-racial-justice-and-californias-fight-against-systemic-racism-bias-in-our-legal-system/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-landmark-legislation-to-advance-racial-justice-and-californias-fight-against-systemic-racism-bias-in-our-legal-system/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB796
https://www.naacp.org/i-have-a-dream-speech-full-march-on-washington/
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2021 Legislation 
 

M E E T I N G S ,  E V E N T S ,  U P D A T E S  
 

 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice Reform: 
 

• SB 2: Police Decertification Act of 2021  
Jointly Authored with President pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins 
Creates a statewide process to revoke a peace officer’s certification for a criminal conviction and 
certain acts of serious misconduct without regard to conviction. Additionally, the bill will correct 
misinterpretations and impediments to full civil rights enforcement using the Bane Act and bringing 
it into conformity with federal law. 

 

• SB 421: Felony Misdemeanor Diversion 
Creates specific safeguards for DUI offenders participating in California’s misdemeanor diversion 
program by requiring an offender to install an ignition interlock device if participating in the 
program. 

 

• SB 493: Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act 
Improves the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act by ensuring adequate oversight, equitable 
decision-making, and effective community-focused investments. 

 

• SB 567: Determinate Sentencing 
Requires the court in criminal sentencing proceedings to only impose the upper/maximum term if 
sufficient aggravating facts are first considered by a jury.  Further permits the defendant and other 
parties to dispute facts in the record or present additional facts for sentencing purposes. 

 

• SB 586: Criminal Administrative Fees 
Eliminates or reduces the assessment and collection of administrative fees imposed against people in 
the criminal justice system.  Fees to be eliminated include, but are not limited to, cost of collecting 
restitution, installment plan, returned check, failure to appear in court, medical and dental cost 
recovery, certificate of rehabilitation, and sealing of record.   

 

• SB 710: Recusal of District Attorneys 
Requires prosecutors who have received a monetary benefit from an association solely representing 
law enforcement to recuse themselves from the investigation, charging, or prosecution of a peace 
officer alleged to have committed a crime on duty if that association provides the officer 
representation in the criminal investigation. 

 
Economic Justice:  
 

• SB 796: Returning Bruce’s Beach to its Rightful Owners 
Allows the County of Los Angeles to return Bruce’s Beach to the remaining descendants of the 
Bruce family, from whom it was wrongfully taken in 1929. This restores the family’s namesake and 
corrects a historical injustice inflicted because of racism and prejudice. 
 

• SB 26: Fair Pay to Play Act 2.0 
Jointly Authored with Senator Nancy Skinner 
Moves up the implementation date of SB 206 (Skinner/Bradford, Statutes of 2019, Chapter 383), the 
Fair Pay to Play Act, which allows NCAA collegiate athletes to earn money for the use of their 
name, image, and likeness; further allows athletes to earn money from their athletic reputation.  

 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB2
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB421
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB493
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB567
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB586
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB710
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB796
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB26
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COVID-19 Response: 
 

• SB 777: The California Jumpstart Act 
Establishes a fund administered within the State Treasurer’s Office that will invest up to $375 
million of private capital on an expedited basis into small businesses located in underserved parts of 
the state with the highest poverty, highest unemployment, and low median income, through the use 
of a $300 million tax credit.  

 

Cannabis Equity: 
 

• SB 603: Cannabis Equity 
Building on the work of the California Cannabis Equity Act (SB 1294, Bradford, Statutes of 2018), 
establishes a fee waiver and deferral program for local cannabis equity licensees, as well as 
establishes a cannabis business tax credit for fees paid by local equity applicants and licensees. 

 

Diversity: 
 

• SB 655: Insurance Diversity 
Expands the Supplier Diversity Survey and Governing Board Survey to more companies and 
requires stronger diversity goals. 

 

• SB 694: Utility Workforce Diversity 
Requires electrical utilities to include in their wildfire mitigation plans how each will develop a 
diverse and equitable workforce to complete grid modernization work, including state and local 
conservation corps crew members, as well as formerly-incarcerated CDCR fire camp crew members 

 
Energy, Utilities and Communications: 
 

• SB 743: Broadband in Public Housing 
Creates a grant program to support broadband adoption in public housing, including for computer 
labs, digital literacy, and other adoption programs. 

 

Health: 
 

• SB 521: Value Based Contracts 
Clarifies and ensures that the Department of Health Care Services has the authority to contract with 
pharmaceutical companies using value-based pricing methods to handle the number of breakthrough 
medical advances for rare diseases. 

 

Labor: 
 

• SB 788: Workers’ Compensation 
Prohibits the reduction of workers’ compensation benefits on the basis of race, gender, sexual 
identity, genetics, and other factors. 

 
 

Resolutions: 
 

• SCR 6: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Honors the late reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Day of 2021. 

 

• SCR 10: Black History Month 
Recognizes February as Black History Month and celebrates the accomplishments of African 
Americans, while encouraging Californians to recognize the many talents of African Americans and 
the achievements and contributions they have made on our country. 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB777
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB603
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB655
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB694
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB743
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB521
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB788
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCR6
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCR10
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Resources and Updates 
 

C O M M U N I T Y  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  I M P O R T A N T  U P D A T E S  
 

CA COVID‐19 RENT RELIEF AVAILABLE TO 
INCOME ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS 
 
Income eligible households who need financial 
assistance for unpaid rent and utilities will be able 
to apply for help through the CA COVID‐19 Rent 
Relief program. If you have experienced a financial 
hardship due to COVID‐19, have past due rent or 
utilities, and have a household income that is not 
more than 80 percent of the area median income, 
you may be eligible to receive help to pay past due 
or future rent and utilities from the state of 
California. 
 
Both, Landlords and renters, can verify eligibility 
immediately by visiting HousingIsKey.com, or by 
calling  833‐430‐2122, and apply if eligible. 
 

TAX DAY EXTENDED TO MAY 17 

 

The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue 
Service extended the federal income tax filing due 
date for individuals to May 17, 2021! 

GOLDEN STATE STIMULUS 

California will provide the Golden Status Stimulus 
payment to families and people who qualify. This is 
a one-time $600 or $1,200 payment. You may 
receive this payment if you receive the California 
Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC) or file with 
an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number 
(ITIN). 

COVID 19 VACCINES 
  

Call the CA COVID-19 Hotline at  
1-833-422-4255  
 

Visit: https://myturn.ca.gov/ 
 

ROUND 6 OF THE CALIFORNIA RELIEF GRANT 
BEGINS 
 

Based on annual gross revenues for 2019 tax year, 
eligible business can receive the following: 
  

• Revenues $1,000 to $100,000 = $5,000 grant 
• Revenues $100,000 up to $1,000,000 = 

$15,000 grant 
• Revenues greater than $1,000,000 to 

$2,500,000 = $25,000 grant 
  

Key dates for Round 6 
 
Open: April 28th, 2021 
Close: May 4th, 2021 
Start of Selection Notification: May 7th, 2021 
 
Waitlisted applicants will automatically be rolled into 
Round 6. Do not reapply. Reapplying may flag your 
application as fraud. 
 
To learn more about additional funding rounds, please 
visit CAReliefGrant.com. 
 

 
 
REAL ID DEADLINE EXTENDED - MAY 3, 2023 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. 
Mayorkas announced that the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) is extending the REAL ID 
full enforcement date by 19 months, from October 1, 
2021 to May 3, 2023, due to circumstances resulting 
from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://housing.ca.gov/
http://democrats.senate.ca.gov/redirect?url=https://www.ftb.ca.gov/about-ftb/newsroom/caleitc/index.html
http://democrats.senate.ca.gov/redirect?url=https://www.ftb.ca.gov/about-ftb/newsroom/caleitc/index.html
https://myturn.ca.gov/
https://careliefgrant.com/
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In the News 

C A T C H  S E N A T O R  B R A D F O R D  I N  A C T I O N  

SENATOR BRADFORD LIVE ON FOX 11 LOS 
ANGELES 
 

Senator Bradford discusses Senate Bill 2 on Police 
Decertification with Marla Tellez and Elex 
Michaleson.  

 

SENATE BILL 2 ON POLICE 
DECERTIFICATION CLEARS SENATE 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
 
Senate Bill 2, authored by Senator Steven Bradford 
and Senate President pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins 
passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee. Also 
known as the Kenneth Ross Jr. Police 
Decertification Act of 2021, SB 2 aims to increase 
accountability for law enforcement officers that 
commit serious misconduct and illegally violate a 
person’s civil rights. 
 
SB 2 creates a statewide decertification process to 
revoke the certification of a peace officer following 
the conviction of serious crimes or termination 
from employment due to misconduct. Additionally, 
SB 2 will strengthen the Tom Bane Civil Rights 
Act to prevent law enforcement abuses and other 
civil rights violations. 
 
“Thousands of individuals throughout our state 
have made clear that there is no better time than 
now to enact a police decertification process and 
hold officers accountable when they abuse the 
public trust. For the sake of those who have been 
killed, we cannot afford to wait any longer,” Said 
Senator Bradford.  
 
 

SENATOR BRADFORD FEATURED ON CBS’S 
60 MINUTES +  
 

 
 
In the early 1900s, Willa and Charles Bruce were 
among a wave of Black Americans who had 
migrated to California from across the country. They 
owned two plots of oceanfront property in 
Manhattan Beach. It was one of the first oceanfront 
properties that was owned by and provided service to 
African Americans during the segregation era. After 
facing harassment from the locals, The Bruces and 
four other Black families had their property taken by 
the city via eminent domain.  
 
Senator Bradford introduced Senate Bill 796, which 
recently passed out of the Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources & Water with strong bipartisan 
support. This bill, authored by Senator Steven 
Bradford will allow the County of Los Angeles to 
return the beachfront property known as Bruce’s 
Beach to the descendants of Willa and Charles 
Bruce, from whom it was wrongfully taken in 1929.  
 
“Last year, we passed Dr. Shirley Weber’s 
legislation that created a Task Force on Reparations. 
As a member of that Task Force and the author of 
this bill, let me tell you: SB 796 is what reparations 
looks like, this bill recognizes that if you can inherit 
generational wealth in this country, you can inherit 
generational debts too.” 
 
Click here to watch the full story streaming on 
Paramount+  
 
 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://youtu.be/0fdoXqdv3QY
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/60-minutes-plus/
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/60-minutes-plus/
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/60-minutes-plus/
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 Here to Help 

L E A R N  A B O U T  H O W  O U R  O F F I C E  C A N  A S S I S T  Y O U  
 

 
 
My office is here to help you. If you are having 
problems in any of these areas, we can assist you! 
 

• Medi-Cal 
• DMV or Auto insurance 
• Consumer complaints 
• Unemployment Insurance 
• Child support and child care 
• Franchise Tax Board 
• Complaints about state departments 
• Small business assistance 

 

Contact my District Office for assistance: 
 

Inglewood District Office San Pedro Satellite Office 
1 Manchester Blvd  302W 5th Street 
Suite 600   Suite 203 
Inglewood, CA 90301  San Pedro, CA 90731 
Phone: (310) 412-6120 Phone: (310) 514-8573 
 

 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
If you have any questions or want to leave a 
comment or concern about legislation, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Capitol Office  

You can follow and read more about my full 
legislative package on my website at: 
http://sd35.senate.ca.gov/legislation  

And track the status of any bill at: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/. 

For Assistance with legislation, please contact my 
Capitol Office: 

Capitol Office 
State Capitol, Room 2059 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4035 
 
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
Click the icons below to stay engaged with 
the Senator on social media.  
 

 

 
 
 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.cityofgardena.org/recreation-and-human-services/jazz-festival/
http://sd35.senate.ca.gov/legislation
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/stevenbradford62
https://www.facebook.com/stevenbradford62
https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
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