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Historic Bruce’s Beach Bill Signing in Manhattan Beach, CA 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am honored to be your representative in Sacramento. It has been a month since the Legislature 
entered its interim recess and every day I am busy spending time in our communities gaining 
insights into the important issues that we will tackle next year.  
 
Despite the restrictions brought on by COVID-19, we had a very successful first year of the two-year 
legislative session, in which seven key bills were chaptered into law. Among them are measures 
such as SB 2, establishing the first system for decertifying bad police officers in California and SB 
796, authorizing the return of the beach property stolen from Charles and Willa Bruce over a century 
ago. Other chaptered bills expand diversity in the insurance market, correct unjust criminal 
sentencing procedures, and allowing college athletes to benefit from their name, image and likeness. 
You can learn more about these bills in this issue of the Bradford Bulletin, or visit my website.  
 
As always, if you have questions about any legislation or if you need assistance with state programs 
please do not hesitate to call my Capitol Office (916) 651-4035 or District Office (310) 412-6120. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Senator Steven Bradford 

 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.msnbc.com/the-last-word/watch/return-of-beachfront-property-to-black-family-rights-a-horrible-injustice-122851397975�
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-approves-sweeping-changes-to-californias-criminal-justice-system�
https://www.facebook.com/stevenbradford62�
https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/�
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2021 Legislative Update 
 

S U M M A R Y  O F  2 0 2 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  &  B U D G E T A R Y  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S   
 

 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice Reform: 
 

• SB 2: Police Decertification Act of 2021 
 
Creates a statewide process to revoke a peace officer’s certification for a criminal conviction 
and certain acts of serious misconduct without regard to conviction. Additionally, the bill 
will remove some of the more egregious immunities used to avoid full civil rights 
enforcement using the Bane Act. 

 
• SB 567: Determinate Sentencing 

 
Requires the court in criminal sentencing proceedings to only impose the upper/maximum 
term if sufficient aggravating facts are first considered by a jury.  Further permits the 
defendant and other parties to dispute facts in the record or present additional facts for 
sentencing purposes. 
 

• SB 586: Police Decertification 
 
Makes clarifying changes and addresses statutory drafting issues with SB 2, Statute of 2021, 
Chapter 409.  

 
Economic Justice:  
 

• SB 796: Returning Bruce’s Beach to its Rightful Owners 
 
Allows the County of Los Angeles to return Bruce’s Beach to the remaining descendants of 
the Bruce family, from whom it was wrongfully taken in 1929. This restores the family’s 
namesake and corrects a historical injustice inflicted because of racism and prejudice. 
 

• SB 26: Fair Pay to Play Act 2.0 
 
Moves up the implementation date of SB 206 (Skinner/Bradford, Statutes of 2019, Chapter 
383), the Fair Pay to Play Act, which allows NCAA collegiate athletes to earn money for the 
use of their name, image, and likeness; also allows athletes to earn money from their athletic 
reputation, and allows Community College athletes to participate, as well.  

 
Diversity & Equity: 
 

• SB 655: Insurance Diversity 
 
Expands the Supplier Diversity Survey and Governing Board Survey to more companies and 
requires stronger diversity goals, benefiting minority owned, women owned and disabled 
Veteran owned businesses.  

 
• SB 694: Electric Utility Workforce Diversity 

 
Requires electrical utilities to report a detailed summary of their workforce development 
efforts, including specific information about how that includes state and community 
conservation corps crew members, as well as formerly-incarcerated CDCR fire camp crew 
members to be employed to help and prevent wildfires.  

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB2
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB567
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB586
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB796
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB26
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB655
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB694
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Budget Allocations & Resolutions 
 

D I R E C T  I N V E S T M E N T S  T O  S D  3 5  F R O M  T H E  S T A T E  B U D G E T   
 

 
More than $140 million in direct, equitable investments for Senate District 35, including: 
 

• $60 million to California State University Dominguez Hills to address infrastructure needs; 
• $50 million for Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science to construct a medicine and            

science building and to support more people of color going into the health profession 
• $10 million to Martin Luther King, Jr., Community Hospital to provide infrastructure and workforce 

support; 
• $8.5 million for the Inglewood Market Street Streetscape Improvement Program and the Market Street 

Facade and Tenant Improvement Program; 
• $6 million to support the development of the AltaSea Center for Innovation, an ocean STEM and 

workforce development facility; 
• $1.2 million to the Boys & Girls Club of the Los Angeles Harbor for restoration of the Cheryl Green 

Center for children to play and learn; 
• $3.5 million for the Los Angeles Black Worker Center to create the Workforce Equity Demonstration 

Project to assist more workers in obtaining government jobs; and, 
• $1 million to the Mervyn M. Dymally African American Political & Economic Institute at California State 

University Dominguez Hills. 

Additional resources to increase equity in the cannabis industry, including: 
 

• $20 million in additional funding for local equity grant programs; 
• $30 million in new funding for fee waiver and deferral grants to local equity applicants and licensees; 

and,  
• A groundbreaking statewide definition of cannabis equity to guide the fee waiver and deferral 

program listed above.  
 

Reform to excessive criminal and vehicle fees, including the elimination of 17 fees that disproportionately 
harm poor people of color who cannot afford to pay them, consistent with changes proposed in SB 586 
(Bradford, 2021). This action includes $25 million in funding for fee reform in fiscal year 2021 and $50 
million in funding for fee reform in fiscal year 2022.  

 

Resolutions: 
 

• SCR 6: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

Honors the late reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
of 2021. 

 

• SCR 10: Black History Month 
  

Recognizes February as Black History Month and celebrates the accomplishments of African Americans, 
while encouraging Californians to recognize the many talents of African Americans and the achievements 
and contributions they have made to our country. 

 

• SCR 41: Juneteenth 
  

Recognizes June 19, 2021, as Juneteenth and as a day to honor and reflect on the significant role that 
African Americans have played in the history of the United States and how they have enriched society 
through their steadfast commitment to promoting unity and equality. 

 

• SJR 7: Surveillance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Passed Senate, pending in Assembly 
 

This measure calls for the removal and destruction of the immorally-recorded Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) surveillance tapes on Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. During his involvement with 
the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955, the FBI began monitoring Martin Luther King, Jr., and engaged in 
immoral and defaming covert operations against him throughout the 1960s, resulting in the wrongful 
creation of recordings that are currently held under seal by the National Archives & Records 
Administration. 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCR6
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCR10
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SCR41
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SJR7
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In the News 
 

C A T C H  S E N A T O R  B R A D F O R D  I N  A C T I O N   

  
LA Times - How Black Los Angeles lawmaker won fight to oust bad cops 
 
LA Times - Gov. Newsom approves sweeping reforms to law enforcement in California 
 
MSNBC - Return of beachfront property to Black family rights ‘a horrible injustice’ 
 
Sac Bee - Gavin Newsom signs police accountability law to keep troubled cops out of law enforcement 
  
Fox40 - Gov. Newsom signs bills aimed at policing reform 
 
SF Chronicle - Bad cops could lose their badges under new California law 
 
Fox11 - California enacts law to strip badges from bad officers 
 
CBS/KCAL9 - Newsom Signs Bills That Bring Greater Accountability For California Law 
Enforcement Agencies 
 
Courthouse News - Newsom approves decertification system for rogue cops 
   
Daily News - Newsom signs police reform bill to banish bad cops 
 
CNN - Multimillion-dollar beach property taken from Black owners in Jim Crow era is cleared to be 
returned 
   
LA Times- Bruce’s Beach can return to descendants of Black family in landmark move signed by 
Newsom  
 
Fox11 - LA County one step closer to possible return of Bruce's Beach; Great-great-grandson thanks 
supporters 
  
NBC News - After California moves to return Bruce's Beach to Black family, a push to recover other 
seized land 
 
LAist - Bruce’s Beach Is Going Back To The Family’s Descendants, After Newsom Signs Bill And 
Apologizes On Behalf Of California 
 
60 Minutes+ - Reclaiming Bruce's Beach 
 

   
 
       MSNBC’s the Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell      LA Times coverage of SB 2 Bill Signing in Gardena 
 

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-10-01/how-black-los-angeles-lawmaker-won-fight-to-oust-bad-cops
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-approves-sweeping-changes-to-californias-criminal-justice-system
https://www.msnbc.com/the-last-word/watch/return-of-beachfront-property-to-black-family-rights-a-horrible-injustice-122851397975
https://www.sacbee.com/article254449043.html
https://fox40.com/news/california-connection/gov-newsom-signs-bills-aimed-at-policing-reform/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Bad-cops-could-lose-their-badges-under-new-16499739.php
https://www.foxla.com/news/california-enacts-law-to-strip-badges-from-bad-officers
https://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2021/09/30/newsom-signs-bills-that-bring-greater-accountability-for-california-law-enforcement-agencies/
https://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2021/09/30/newsom-signs-bills-that-bring-greater-accountability-for-california-law-enforcement-agencies/
https://www.courthousenews.com/newsom-approves-decertification-system-for-rogue-cops/
https://www.dailynews.com/2021/09/30/newsom-signs-bill-to-banish-bad-cops/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/01/us/bruces-beach-los-angeles-property-return/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/01/us/bruces-beach-los-angeles-property-return/index.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-signs-law-to-return-bruces-beach-black-family
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-signs-law-to-return-bruces-beach-black-family
https://www.foxla.com/news/la-county-one-step-closer-to-possible-return-of-bruces-beach-great-great-grandson-thanks-supporters
https://www.foxla.com/news/la-county-one-step-closer-to-possible-return-of-bruces-beach-great-great-grandson-thanks-supporters
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/after-california-moves-return-bruce-s-beach-black-family-push-n1280377
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/after-california-moves-return-bruce-s-beach-black-family-push-n1280377
https://laist.com/news/bruces-beach-is-going-back-to-the-familys-descendants-sb796
https://laist.com/news/bruces-beach-is-going-back-to-the-familys-descendants-sb796
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/60-minutes-plus/video/z9Mg_QrbSNmWzZFw_SiH5u8VQgIU8VmO/60-minutes-reclaiming-bruce-s-beach/
https://www.msnbc.com/the-last-word/watch/return-of-beachfront-property-to-black-family-rights-a-horrible-injustice-122851397975
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-approves-sweeping-changes-to-californias-criminal-justice-system
https://www.msnbc.com/the-last-word/watch/return-of-beachfront-property-to-black-family-rights-a-horrible-injustice-122851397975
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-09-30/newsom-approves-sweeping-changes-to-californias-criminal-justice-system
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The Kenneth Ross Jr Police Decertification Act of 2021   
 

 
 

Bill signing of Senate Bill 2 in Rowley Park, Gardena, where Kenneth Ross Jr. was killed 
 
Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill 2, the Kenneth Ross Jr Police Decertification Act of 2021, 
into law on Thursday, September 30. This law allows for the revocation of certificates of law 
enforcement officers who commit serious misconduct, regardless of conviction. With the signing of 
SB 2, California will join 46 other states in the nation that have the ability to revoke an officer’s 
certificate following misconduct. 
 
Without a strong decertification process, when a police officer is charged with a serious misconduct, 
they are able to be hired by another department and can continue their misconduct in another 
community. If these officers are not good enough for one department, they are not good enough for 
any other community in California. This new law will put an end to the wash, rinse and repeat cycle 
of police misconduct, and ensure all officers in California are held to the same fair and appropriate 
standards. 
 
SB 2 establishes a fair and balanced way to hold officers who break the public trust accountable for 
their actions and not simply move to a new department. This could not have been achieved without 
the support of many legislators, community organizations, families, and entertainers who advocated 
non-stop for accountability in our policing system. I am appreciative of my colleague, Senate 
President pro Tempore Toni Atkins, for joint authoring this legislation and making it a priority for 
the legislature. 
 

 
 

Senator Bradford with Late Kenneth Ross Jr.’s Family  

https://sd35.senate.ca.gov/
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Returning Bruce’s Beach to its Rightful Owners 

 
 

 
Governor Newsom Signing SB 796 in Manhattan Beach with Senator Bradford, Supervisor Janice Hahn and 

 Anthony Bruce, Great-Great Grandson of the Braces. 
 

On Thursday September 30th, in an event at Bruce’s Beach, SB 796 was also signed into law by 
Governor Newsom in the presence of members of the Bruce family, as well as Supervisor Janice 
Hahn and Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell. This legislation allows Los Angeles County to return 
Bruce’s Beach (in the City of Manhattan Beach) to the descendants of Willa and Charles Bruce, 
from whom it was wrongfully taken back in the 1920s. 
 
Everyone who lives in Los Angeles County should know the story of Bruce’s Beach. Willa and 
Charles Bruce were the victims of racist violence and intimidation because in 1912 they bought land 
in Manhattan Beach and were Black. The City abused its power to drive them out under the false 
pretense of building a park, which it did not do for decades afterward. That land — now named 
‘Bruce’s Beach’ — has changed hands since the 1920s, passing from the City to the State, and now 
the County. Under the leadership of Supervisor Hahn (who represents Manhattan Beach), and with 
the support of the full Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, the County is ready to do the right 
thing and return this land to its rightful owners.  
 
In the 1920s, the City of Manhattan Beach used the law to commit a crime by seizing this land 
because the Bruce family was Black. Today, state and local governments are using their power to 
correct this injustice. SB 796 took immediate effect when it was signed into law, thus enabling LA 
County to now begin the process of transferring the land back to its rightful owners, the descendants 
of Willa and Charles Bruce.  It has been an honor for me to take up the charge to return the land to 
the Bruce’s family in Sacramento and to change state law so that this historic injustice can be 
rectified. This bill should set an example of what the rest of the country can do to atone for historic 
racism and denial of generational wealth.  
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
Click the icons below to stay engaged with the Senator on social media. 
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